
DOES YOUR COMPANY MATCH 
YOUR CHARITABLE DONATION? 
Many companies match contributions made 
by their employees or retired personnel. Visit 
matchinggifts.com if you are not sure if your 
gift can be matched.Fairhill’s Mission:

Fairhill is dedicated to providing the best 
possible education to learning different 

students, emphasizing each student’s unique 
pattern of information acquisition, processing 

and expression. To accomplish this, Fairhill 
focuses upon academic, social and emotional 
development. Fairhill guides its students in 

“learning to learn.”

Fairhill School
& Diagnostic
Assessment Center

Your support is needed to 
help students with learning 
differences to reach their 
full potential.
Please donate today! 
All donations to Fairhill Fund 
are tax deductible! 
fairhill.org/donate
On-line giving is available  
fairhill.org/donate_online

Fairhill School and Diagnostic Assessment Center | 16150 Preston Road
Dallas, Texas 75248 | 972.233.1026 | Fax 972.233.8205 | fairhill.org Please give your support today!

FAIRHILL 
FUND
2019-2020

PLEASE DON’T DELAY! Your contribution, 
of any size, can make a BIG difference for these 
students! And gifts received promptly can have a 
postitieve impact right away. Won’t you support 
these students by making a donation today. 

Your contribution is essential to helping these 

students get the support they need to be successful. 

Any gift, of any size, will help Fairhill fulfill its 

mission in teaching students to “learn how to learn.”

On September 19, 2019, from  
6 a.m. - 11:59 p.m., Fairhill 
School will once again 
participate in North Texas 
Giving Day. On-line donations 
made for Fairhill School at 

northtexasgivingday.org/fairhill-school receive bonus 
funding from the Communities Foundation of Texas. 
Matching funds can also be set-up at this time  
(see above).

You may also schedule your donations before North 
Texas Giving Day! Between September 9th - 18th 
go to NorthTexasGivingDay.org and schedule your 
donation for Fairhill School. The donation will be 
processed on the morning of September 19th.

Help our students reach 
their full potential
Your contribution to the Fairhill Fund provides 
funding of educational initiatives that can make 
an immediate impact.

These funds allow the school to:

• Hire and retain great teachers who are highly 
skilled in teaching and supporting students 
with learning differences

• Provide professional development to 
implement best practices for reaching these 
students

•  Ensure use of leading-edge technology for 
teaching and learning

• Enhance classroom resources that specifically 
aid Fairhill students such as hands-on 
manipulatives, equipment, and activities

• Support student programs that develop the 
whole child such as the arts, athletics, library 
services, and more

• Provide academic, social, and emotional 
support to all students



“Fairhill helped me to organize myself on a 
weekly basis; so that I can plan ahead and 

not fall behind on my studies”
– Current Fairhill student

Stirling attended a Montessori school from Pre-K 
through the 2nd grade. We begin to notice 

in the 1st grade that she was struggling to read, 
write and perform basic arithmetic. When we 
brought our concerns to her teachers, they were 
not aware and suggested that she was simply a 
“quiet” student. Soon after, Stirling was diagnosed 
with several learning differences that had affected 
her overall confidence and increased anxiety at 
school. We toured several schools; however, the 
Fairhill approach was markedly different from other 
comparable academies. The small class size and 
differentiated instruction that Fairhill provided was 
exactly what we were looking for in Education. 
Fairhill offered a structured, secure environment, 
which allowed Stirling to regain her confidence and 
acquire the skills necessary to have a successful 
learning experience. Stirling has become a very 
outgoing student, consistently on the student honor 
roll, performing at or above grade level. She has 
been actively involved in the school culture and was 
elected student council president this past school 
year. We are very pleased to have found such a 

wonderful home for Stirling and we look 
forward to many more years with 

our Fairhill family!

Kimberly and Brian Jones
Fairhill Fund Co-Chairs 
2019-2020
Parents of Stirling, 8th Grade

“Fairhill made me believe in myself and 
understand that just because I learn 
differently, it did not give me an excuse to 
quit or give up.”
– Fairhill Graduate

I began attending Fairhill in the 7th 
grade in 1988 and graduated in 

1993. After graduating from the 
University of Arizona in 1997, 
I began a career in the adult 
beverage industry. In 2005, I 
pursued a vision and dream 
of creating San Antonio’s 
first interactive doggy daycare 
facility inclusive of self-serve 
dog wash, overnight boarding and 
grooming. Almost fifteen years later, 
there are three Lucy’s Doggy Daycare and Spa’s which 
employ over 150 associates and can accommodate 
collectively over 700 dogs at any given time. The 
learning differences that challenged me initially at Fairhill 
soon became attributes that gave me an edge. I owe 
much of where I am today to the organization skills and 
structural processes that I acquired during my years at 
Fairhill.

Max Golman
Class of 1993
Owner of Lucy’s Doggy Daycare and Spa’s,  
San Antonio

Since kindergarten, it had been a struggle to find 
just the right school for both of our learning 

different children. When the time came for Dwight 
to retire from the military and we decided to leave 
Washington DC, we specifically sought out a school 
that would support their learning differences. You 
could say Fairhill was one of the reasons we moved 
to Texas! Since then, we have seen our children 
relax and experience true enjoyment in the learning 
process. We know the teachers love and understand 
them and work diligently to help them succeed. 
In second grade my son Luke used to tell me, 
“School’s not my style, Mom.” A few months into 
third grade at Fairhill he came home and announced, 
“Hey mom, I really am one of the smart ones!” Our 
response? “We always knew it, buddy!” In her former 
school, our daughter, Anna used to have chronic 
stomach aches leading to missed days at school and 
frequently cried at pickup telling us she was “stupid” 
at math. A few months after attending Fairhill she 
came home and told us, “I really can do math!” And 
no more stomach aches. 

We are so thankful Fairhill found the scholars 
in our children. By teaching them how 
to learn, not just what to learn, 
Fairhill has equipped them with 
the skills they will need to 
navigate a successful life.

Julianna and Dwight Mathers
Parents of Anna Mathers, 
9th Grade, and Luke Mathers,  
6th Grade

When our daughter Jessica 
came to Fairhill in 

the 6th grade we had no 
idea what a blessing 
this school would be 
for her. She had been 
diagnosed with Dyslexia 
and ADHD earlier and 
had been working with 
several tutors in addition to 
her regular classes. She still 
was only reading at a 3rd grade 
level and her self-esteem was non-existent. She 
blossomed while attending Fairhill and we couldn’t 
be happier. She graduated from Fairhill in May of 
2017 as class Valedictorian. She is now entering her 
junior year at Hendrix College where she is in the 
process of creating her own major with emphasis on 
anthropology, the sciences, and the arts. She hopes 
to enter either veterinary school or go to graduate 
school for forensic anthropology.

Her self-confidence is overflowing and she is 
flourishing in college. Every day she uses the skills 
she learned at Fairhill to learn in her own way. 
Being diagnosed with Dyslexia and ADHD is not 
the end of the end of the world. It just means that 
you learn differently and you need assistance in 
figuring out exactly how you learn. We are so proud 
of Jessica and all that she has accomplished since 
her time at Fairhill.

Cindy and John Rickerby
Fairhill Fund Alumni Co-Chairs 2019-2020
Parents of Jessica Rickerby, Class of 2017

Our Future
As Fairhill continues to educate the 
learning different student in the coming 
years, the goal is to prepare these 21st 
century students for future success. 
In addition to academic support and 
traditional extra-curricular activities, the 
students need strong executive function 
skill training, social emotional learning 
integration, and creative technology 
platforms to support learning and 
engagement. These students require a 
school environment that includes flexible 
seating, action based learning, spaces 
that encourage collaboration, and ready 
access to supportive educators. The 21st 
century student needs educators that 
are well prepared to remediate, support, 
stretch, and guide each student toward the 
realization that their learning differences 
need not stand in the way of  
pursuing their dreams.

Our Legacy
Fairhill has a forty-eight year legacy of 
helping students with learning differences 
develop academic skills and confidence, 
ultimately helping them find success 
in their academic careers and beyond.  
Throughout the history of the school, 
Fairhill offered more than a strong 
emphasis on academics.  Fairhill placed 
consistent effort on developing the 
whole child.  The school concentrated 
on providing opportunities for students 
to participate in leadership, athletic and 
fine arts programs as well as academics.  
A group of dedicated educators carefully 
constructed a school that gave students 
with learning differences an  
opportunity to thrive.


