
Your Bold Leadership



At the University at Buffalo, being bold means 

discovering better medicines, inventing faster 

computers and smarter materials, inspiring world-

class performances and solving society’s most 

complex challenges.

 It means turning hard-working students into 

thoughtful, global leaders—year after year—

guided at each step by award-winning faculty. 

 It means helping millions of citizens around the 

world improve their environment, their health, their 

prosperity and their communities, as we continue 

to make an immeasurable impact on Buffalo-

Niagara—and the world. 

Together,  
we go boldly.



When Aman had the chance to travel to Panama during 
his first-year spring break, he jumped at it. With help 
from the Bhayana Family Scholarship, he was able to 
partner with Floating Doctors, a volunteer organization 
headquartered in Panama that offers health care and 
medical supplies to isolated regions. They traveled by 
boat to several rural coastal communities to provide 
primary care to patients in the makeshift clinics they 
established at each site. Aman credits the donor’s gift 
for his willingness to give back.

“Someone I didn’t know gave 
me this money and it taught me 
to pay it forward. In the grand 
scheme of things, that’s what 
I’m here for. That’s why I chose 
medicine—to help others.”

AMANDIP CHEEMA, third-year Jacobs School of 
Medicine and Biomedical Sciences student

As an undergraduate biological sciences major, 
Lyndsey was part of a group of students that 
traveled to the Mara Region of Tanzania for a 
life-changing study-abroad course. Then, as an 
alumnus, she returned in summer 2018 to contribute 
even more. Through studying about and interacting 
with local villagers, community leaders and 
educators, she gained new insights into the region’s 
ethical, social and environmental challenges. 
This year’s Tanzanian trip was made possible by 
generous donors to the UB Fund.

“Going to Tanzania was 
transformative in so many ways. 
Through my experiences and 
ongoing reflections, I realized 
how important community is 
in shaping our choices and 
behaviors.”

LYNDSEY CIFRA, BA ’18
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Jinene came to UB to pursue a master’s degree in 
education. Just 30 days after settling into her new 
Buffalo apartment, a fire broke out, displacing her and 
the other residents. She vividly remembers running from 
the building into thick black smoke, having time to grab 
only her laptop, backpack and coat. At UB, we know 
that students have full lives on top of their classes. That’s 
why the Graduate School of Education helped Jinene 
get through her ordeal and stay in school with UB Fund 
support designated for student emergencies. 

“An investment could 
help change a life. You 
can have a lasting impact 
on someone like me with 
even one donation.”

JINENE THOMPSON, EdM ’18

Dennis often involves his UB students in Assembly 
House 150 projects. He uses the former church as 
a project space, lab and training center where 
adult students learn employable skills and UB 
architecture students learn firsthand the art of 
architectural design. Dennis, whose work has been 
exhibited worldwide, taps into architecture’s deep 
history of visionary representation as social and 
cultural critique, using the lens of painter, sculptor, 
architect and activist. Gifts from alumni, friends 
and corporate partners help support these efforts.

“[Assembly House 150] 
is a place of magic.”

DENNIS MAHER, artist and clinical assistant 
professor in the School of Architecture and Planning
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The power of  
your investment
With your support, UB will be even 
greater. Even stronger. Even bolder. 
Together we will give more students life-
changing scholarships, empower our 
faculty to think bigger and go further, 
and continue to make life better for our 
neighbors in Buffalo and beyond.


